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On the eve of our 30th anniversary, I find myself thinking about purpose. Here at Home of the Sparrow, our purpose is deeply rooted in
partnering with women in the community who are facing homelessness to secure housing, achieve long-term stability, and chart new paths for
their futures. I am grateful that our profound purpose is shared by you and thousands of other donors, volunteers and friends. 

This Impact Report illustrates the power of a shared purpose - what is possible when we work together. And together, we are transforming the
lives of women and children in Chester County. 

It begins with our trauma-informed case management services that recognize the importance of meeting women “where they are.” Reaching the
brink of homelessness is traumatic and the path towards self-sufficiency is as unique as each woman. We aim to create individualized plans to
address a woman’s housing and other critical needs so that she sees her own path towards financial independence where she’s in control of her
future. 

When we work with a woman, we are looking at the whole person and most importantly, we aim to support her until she has reached her
personal goals. The most common goal is to secure safe, affordable housing. Many of our women also seek a higher paying job, reunification with
their children, purchasing a car, addressing a physical or mental health concern, or attaining higher education. Our program coordinators continue
to encourage and counsel program participants until their unique goals are met. 

In 1994, Home of the Sparrow put down roots in Chester County with a single purpose - to prevent women and children from experiencing the
trauma of homelessness. We believe that our mission is still a shared one because well over 2,000 of you donated time, financial resources,
and gifts-in-kind during this fiscal year. 

The strength of our connection, deeply rooted in our shared purpose, is not only truly remarkable, but it is also sincerely appreciated.

Thank you.

 
Michelle E. Venema
Chief Executive Officer 

A Message from our Chief Executive Officer
Sarah never imagined that she’d meet and fall in love with an American and
leave her birth country of Germany. However, soon she was married and living
in a rental home in Chester County.

Sarah and her husband held full-time jobs and together, earned just enough
money to pay their rent on time and cover all other expenses. When they
welcomed their daughter, Sarah was grateful that she could enroll her at the
daycare center where she worked. Their expenses increased with the addition
of a baby but Sarah’s husband, who managed their finances, made sure their
budget was balanced every month.

Sadly, Sarah’s husband passed away after a brief illness when their daughter
was only four years old. Being in their 30’s, the young couple never thought
about buying life insurance and their incomes did not allow for a robust
savings plan. Soon, she found herself in financial difficulties. Fortunately, her
co-workers were familiar with Home of the Sparrow and recommended she
call for help.

Sarah was quickly enrolled in the Supportive Housing Program. While
subsidizing her rent, Home of the Sparrow’s staff taught Sarah how to balance
her budget. In addition to rental subsidies, HOS also provided to-go-bags,
back-to-school supplies, warm coats and holiday gifts. These items were and
continue to be a huge help to Sarah. “HOS treated me like family and every
time I walked in, we felt welcomed.” said Sarah. 

Sarah is now an HOS Graduate and continues to meet all her expenses every
month. She still relies on the gifts HOS receives from the community to
provide for her daughter. “This really helps to offset other costs that I have as
a single mother raising a little girl by myself.”

When we met Sarah, she was traumatized. But, as she worked through  the
program process, we saw her blossom. She really started to realize she could
be self-sufficient. “Today, she is a confident woman who is adept at financially
managing her household,” noted Matrie Johnson, HOS Director of Programs. 

With your continued support, we can help Sarah and women like her reach
their personal goals and take control of their financial futures.

Sarah’s Story
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Program Overview

Donor support
enables us to
provide temporary
gap funding
between a woman’s
expenses and her
income.

Supportive Housing

Eviction Prevention

The Supportive Housing Program provides rental assistance and
supportive services for up to 24 months. Eligible participants have a
lease in their name, and steady income but are in danger of becoming
homeless because the rent takes too much of their income often times
80% or more.

During their tenure in the program, our women work hard to improve
their job skills and increase their income. Because our goal is to
help women become self-sufficient, we gradually decrease their
rental subsidy to zero so that a woman knows she can afford rent on
her own. 

Despite working full time, homelessness
can be as close as one late rent payment.
For the working poor, an unexpected
expense can turn into a crisis because living
paycheck to paycheck means no savings
account to turn to in case of emergency.
When there is a car repair, for example, a
woman must choose between fixing the car
so she can stay employed or paying the
rent. When eviction is imminent, our
Program Coordinators develop a plan to pay
delinquent rent and identify the additional
services a woman needs.

WRAP

Shared Housing

Graduate Outreach

The Women’s Re-Entry Assessment Program (WRAP), is a
collaboration with the Chester County’s Adult Probation, Parole
and Pretrial  Services Office and Home of the Sparrow.

We “wrap” each justice-involved woman with individualized
services to meet her personal needs. We know, that stable
housing is a key to reducing recidivism rates. 

We help women regain their dignity, re-enter the community, and
create a path towards a more stable housing and financial future.

Shared Housing is between a home owner and a
woman seeking an affordable housing solution.
The Shared Housing Staff facilitates matches to
create “win-win” arrangements that provide
additional income, security and companionship to
older homeowners.

At Home of the Sparrow, we continue to be a safety net for our
program participants after they have successfully graduated from
our programs.

Our long-term support network continues to provide  budgeting
assistance, and access to family friendly events. Graduates may
still access school supplies, holiday gifts, and bags of supplies the
contents of which are not covered by SNAP or other public
benefits. 

Our graduates can often be found mentoring other women
currently in our programs. 

The Pre-Senior Bridge Housing program serves as
a transitional home for women 55–62 years old
with  limited income who are in need of safe and
affordable housing. We have a house in West
Chester that offers a communal type setting, and a
house in Coatesville that offers private apartment
living.

While residing in our houses, our women partner
with us to meet goals of financial security and
independent living.  They transition to a place of
their own after the program. Often times this
permanent home is senior subsidized housing.
Program coordinators assist with the senior
subsidized housing application process to get
them added to the three-year wait list. During this
program, women will meet with a program
coordinator to improve budgeting skills, with a
focus on reducing expenses.

Pre-Senior Bridge Housing
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Keith and Michelle Whitaker
Richard White
Jadwiga White
Soyica White
Jodi Whorisky
Lauren Wigoda
Kathy Wileczek
Tracey Wiley
Gerald Wilk
Benita William
Shirley Williams
Augustus and
   Suzanne Williamson
Ron Williamson
Willistown United Methodist
   Church
Martha Wills
Susan Wineland
Julie Wingate
Melissa Winkler
Gus Winter
Kathleen Winters
Curt Wise
Kurt and Kathleen Wise
Kent Wissinger
Kyle and Whitney Witczak
Janis Witzlab
Women’s Business Connection 
   of Chester County
David and Marianne Wood
Woodledge at Whitford Hills 
   Community Association, Inc.
Christine Woods
Word of Life Church
Paula Worn
Heather Wray
Julie Wright
Kimberley Wrzesniewski
WSFS Wealth
The Wyss Foundation
XL Global Services, Inc

Patty Yarnall
Vi Yee
Fran Yohannan
Maria Yonchek
Katherine Yoon
Chyna Young
Carlos Yuste and Martha Kirby
John and Chris Zaccarelli
Carol Zaccaria
Becky Zeeger
Janet Zeis and Norm Shirk
John Zelinske
Dick and Dottie Zellers
Barry Ziegenfus
Sloane Zlotkin
Jeanenne Zukin

In Honor of Dee Battisti on
   Mother’s Day
Melinda Battisti

In Memory of Mary E. Blain
Eric and Eileen Holmboe
Angela Rafine
Roxanne Rafine

In Memory of Sam Chung
Paul and Patricia Sottile

In Honor of Eileen Cruz
Gloria Diaz

In Honor of Brian D’Amico
Jennifer Tribulski

In Memory of Louis
   D’Onofrio III
Alex Aparicio
J. Frank Braceland
Jill Brugger
Andrea DeTulio
George and Dede DiRienzi
Jeannemarie Durocher 
Jim and Margaret Goldhorn 
Ann Griffin 
Chris Gross
Norman Liedtke
Cheryl Maitland

Nancy Marlin
Matthew McHale 
Heather Meyers
Deborah Moyer 
Frank and Debbie Nemia 
James and Linda Picanza
Jen Pradziad
QVC, Inc. 
Cynthia Shaw
Robert and Harriet Singer
Watchdog USA LLC
Woodledge at Whitford Hills
   Community Association

In Memory of Susan Kocmond
Noel and Jennifer Langlois 

In Memory of Theodore (Ted)
   Saddic
Gary and Linda Kerschner 

In Honor of Barbara Delaney
Pete Gregory

In Honor of Marianne Folino
Eileen Phillips 

In Memory of Ann Fourakis
Kristine Bisanz
Barbara Husain
Wesley Mellgren
Jean Roessler
Margaret Roessler
SAS
Steven and Catherine Webster
Augustus and
   Suzanne Williamson

In Honor of Barbara Fox
Joan Joyce
Marie Lambeck
Joanne Legar
Shelia Rees

In Honor of Rich Gallagher
Rob Gallagher 
Jane Smith

In Memory of Paul Grafinger
Mary Kay Grafinger
Amy Ripson 

Honorariums

Donor List 

Financial Performance

Expenditures

Programming 79%

Fundraising 14%

Administration         7%

        Women and children served

               Women and children saved
               from eviction

               Women and children received
               rental assistance

               Children received back-to-school
               supplies

               Women and children received
                holiday gifts

               Donors and volunteers 

Your Impact...
Total Assets

Total Liabilities

Total Unrestricted Net Assets

$2,379,415

$158,856

$1,726,012

Thank you!

902

205

281

120

248

1,238

In Honor of Nancy Greenwood
Polly Hagan

In Memory of Karen Hiller 
Jack Hiller 

In Memory of Doris Less
Lori Lamb

In Honor of Jaqueline
   Milanese
Gary and Linda Kerschner 

In Honor of Kathy Nester on
   Mother's Day
Melinda Battisti

In Honor of Marcia O'Connor
Jeffery and Marci Dwyer

In Honor of Marsa Lynn Shealy
Jennifer Shealy

In Memory of Barbara Jackson 
Louise Brown 
Shannon Cassidy 
Philomena Costabile
William and
   Mary Ann Janeschefskie
Anthony McCann
Joan Reese-Giesman

In Honor of Diane Mayer 
Margaret Diamond 

In Honor of Frank McKee's
   Birthday
Pattie Hay

In Honor of Leslie Pixley
Peter and Nancy Duca 
Janice Dugan
Pamela Smyth

In Honor of Glen Reyburn and
   Randy Schauer’s Nuptials
Leslie Bear and
    Joanne Peskoff Bear
David and Cynthia Bortner
Dave and Pat Dietrich
Amy Flynn
Bonnie Hughes Sabbi
Miles Family Fund
Rick and Peggy Musser 
Michael and Dianne Peich
Ray and Nan Sandy 
Jon and Bryn Schauer 
Deacon Shorr 
Kirk and Carole Soxman 
Thomas and Donna Urian 
Michelle E. Venema
Gus Winter 

In Honor of Suzanne Seville 
Polly Hagan 

In Memory of Joanne Tunnell
Doug and Jeanne Swope

In Honor of Starr Whitney 
Polly Hagan

Every effort has been made
to ensure the accuracy and
completeness of this donor,
volunteer and supporter
list.

We regret any errors or
omissions and encourage
you to contact us so that we
may correct our records.

ksanger@homeofthesparrow.org



Donor List
Dianne Valentino
Amy Valle
Van Cleve Bridal &
   Evening  Wear
Rutger and Edith Van Zanten
Vanguard Charitable
Katrina Vannicolo
Colleen Varallo
Anne Marie Varga
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Michelle E. Venema
Clarence J. Venne Foundation
Trust Veritiv Global Customer
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Vertex, Inc.
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Michelle Vineburg
Jack and Mary Lou Voge
Eric and Jennifer Vogel
Amy Vogt
Amy Voso
Mark and Georgiana Vuono
W.W. Smith Charitable Trust
Clem Wachinski
Jeff and Cammy Wagner
Lori Walker
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Tracey Walsh
Deb Walsh-Hornsleth and
   Paul Hornsleth   
Daniel and Bonnie Walter
Laura Walters
Russell and Wendy Walters
Cooper Warrington
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Watchdog USA LLC
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In Honor of Leslie Pixley
Peter and Nancy Duca 
Janice Dugan
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    Joanne Peskoff Bear
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Kirk and Carole Soxman 
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In Honor of Suzanne Seville 
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In Honor of Starr Whitney 
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to ensure the accuracy and
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Tobey Chadsey
Nancy McLelland
Lisa Schiel
Stacy Sempier
Elizabeth (Betsy) Stull

Alejandra Colin 
Geisa Corbitt 
Beth Erisman 
Bruce Field
Keila Hernandez-Sullivan
Kristen Jaggers 
Matrie Johnson 
Darla Nutter 
Kathleen Sanger 
Michelle E. Venema, CEO

Kelly Besack
Claire Burke
Kim DeHaven
Karen C. DiVincenzo
R. David Harrison
Lauren C. High
Elizabeth G. Hodgson, Esq.
Kelly Faggioli
Cindy Jacobson
Sara Kuryan
Frank McKee, Jr.
Elaine O’Hara
Deborah Pierce Esq. SPHR
Christopher Reed
Glen Reyburn
Shawn Welsh

Home of the Sparrow
969 E Swedesford Rd
Exton, PA 19341

For more information, contact 
Kathleen Sanger at: 
ksanger@homeofthesparrow.org 
tel: 610.647.4940

By phone:
Call 610-647-4940 to donate.

By mail:

For more information and to apply:

www.homeofthesparrow.org/volunteer

Geisa O’Reilly Corbitt
gcorbitt@homeofthesparrow.org 
610.647.4940

Home of the Sparrow has been
dedicated to preventing women and
children from experiencing the trauma
of homelessness since 1994. With
comprehensive case management and
financial assistance, we help women
maintain their current housing while
learning valuable budgeting skills and
providing access to the ancillary
services they need to take control of
their lives and achieve self-sufficiency.

Home of the Sparrow’s mission 
is to partner with women facing
homelessness to secure housing,
achieve long-term stability, and
chart new paths for their futures.

To make a Donation

Connect with us on social media:

@homeofsparrowpa

@homeofthesparrow

Check Payable to Home of the Sparrow

@home-of-the-sparrow---pennsylvania

Current Staff

Board Emeritus

Board of Directors

Our Vision

Our Mission

Volunteer Opportunities 

HOS is a 501 C 3 nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax deductible
to the fullest extent permitted by law. EIN 23-2775004




